
 

 

 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

MAY 4, 2015 
 

 
The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held   in the Council Chamber of 
the Municipal Building on Monday, May 4, 2015 at 7 p.m. 
 
Present 
Mayor Daniel T. Drew,  Deputy Mayor Robert P. Santangelo and Council Members Thomas J. Serra, Mary A. 
Bartolotta, Hope Kasper, Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Carl R. Chisem, Gerald E. Daley, James B. Streeto, 
Sebastian N. Giuliano, Sandra Russo Driska, Deborah Kleckowski and David Bauer; Corporation Counsel 
Daniel B. Ryan; Sergeant-at-arms Police Officer Haddad; and  Common Council Clerk Marie O. Norwood. 
 
Also Present 
Forty Members of the Public. 
 
1. Mayor calls meeting to order at 7 p.m.   
 

A. (Pledge of Allegiance) 
 
 The Chair asks the DECA students to lead the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

B. (Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call  and 
meeting a legal meeting.) 

 
The Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

 
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda. 
 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra moves to amend the Agenda by substituting agenda item, 12, adding the name 
of Cheryl Jackson to the Youth Service Bureau Advisory Board and removing Maria Bergan from the Long Hill 
Estate Authority as she is resigning.  Substitute the agenda to correct 10A as there is a typo on the 466 
contract; the dates should read from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2017. Councilman Carl R. Chisem 
seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to amend the agenda with 12 aye votes. The 
chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
3. Presentations 
 

A. Congratulating DECA Students (will know next Thursday if this will be on agenda) 
 

Resolution No.45-15 
File Name  
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, the Middletown High School DECA team had twenty eight students attending the 69

th
 annual DECA International 

Career Development Conference in Orlando, Florida.  Twenty five students competed with 16 students recognized in the top 
20% in world honors;  four students earning a finalist top 20 worldwide recognition and four students earning medals as #1 
worldwide in their respective role play case study scenario for their competition group. 
 
WHEREAS, the International Conference has more than 18,000 attendees participating from the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, China, Korea, Germany, Japan and other nations, the best in their respective State, Territory or Nation, competing in 
over 50 events related to Marking, Management, Finance, and Hospitality; competed in written testing and performing case-
study presentations; and 
 
WHEREAS,  DECA students Devra Baxter, Benjamin Lanza, Victoria Schaff and Erin Hughes earned finalist top 20 
international medals, Devra Baxter, Benjamin Lanza, Cameron Steadman and Stephanie Giardina won medals for being best 
worldwide in their role play case study grouping;and 
 
WHEREAS, the top 20% world honor awards were achieved by Isabel Gambel, Amy Kozlowski, Nicole Onas, Lena Santoro, 
Katherine Connelly, Alyssa LaRosa, Zachary Fitzner, Kierah Parker, Ramon Yang, Cameron Steadman, Maxine Philavong, 
Erin Hughes, Victoria Schaff, Devra Baxter, Benjamin Lanza and Stephanie Giardina. 
 
WHEREAS, three students successfully graduated from two-day rigorous learning academies, Christopher Rodo, Shannon 
Durfee and Alexandria Palmer. 
  
WHEREAS, the DECA students won 39 awards at the 63

rd
 DECA State Competition where they outperformed students in over 

42 schools competing in events relating to careers, problem solving, marketing, finance, business law, management, hospitality 
and entrepreneurship. The typical event has 20 to 25 student competitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, MHS DECA students have nine first place medals awarded to Erika Diaz, Ben Lanza, Devra Baxter, Cameron 
Steadman, Maxine Philavong, Katherine Connelly, Alyssa LaRosa, Ramon Yang and Lily Zhao; second place winners were 
Nicole Onas, Lena Santoro, Victoria Schaff, Erin Hughes, Jared Pflaumer, Thomas DiMauro, Christopher Connelly, Cassidy 
Zanette, Marisa Bishop, Nick Brenchak, Kierah Parker, Isabel Gamble and Amy Kozlowski; third place winners are Zachary 
Fitzner, Yan Zhao, Matthew Dagenais, Saket Pandit and Daniel Botti; and 
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WHEREAS, the top six medalists were Stephanie Giardina, John Doherty, Alexandria Palmer, Marvin Whittaker, Shannon 
Durfee, Taylor Swanson, Anna Grigorowicz, Rachel Angle, Christopher Rodo, Danielle Salazar, and Christina Santostefano; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, David Reynolds, DECA advisor, and Mike Awdziewicz, founder of the DECA Program, work with each student to 
improve their ability to pass rigorous tests, speak clearly and powerfully, and solve problems in their areas of interest; the 
DECA students prepare for the competition after the normal school day; and 
 
WHEREAS, Middletown DECA was recognized at the international conference awards banquet as one of the top chapters in 
the world for the fourth consecutive year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:    That we 
congratulate the DECA Team for their outstanding work, at the State and International Conferences;  we are proud of all the 
students in DECA for their efforts and accomplishments; they are true ambassadors for their City and School; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That we wish all the students success in their future endeavors; their efforts and awards from 
the DECA Conferences will serve them well in their chosen careers. 
 

 
The chair has the DECA students come forward with their trophies.  Councilman Serra states he is 
honored to read the resolution.  This is the last time for Mr. Awdziewicz and it is a special time to read 
this as he is retiring.  Councilman Serra and Councilwoman Kleckowski read it.  Councilman Serra 
moves it for approval and is seconded by Councilman Giuliano.  The Chair states, without objection, 
the resolution is approved by acclamation.   
 
Councilman Serra states it is a great evening to see these individuals for the 25th time and to see 
their success after they leave here.  It is incredible to see it.  Great job to Mr. Reynolds and Mr. 
Awdziewicz.  Councilwoman Kleckowski is proud of the team.  You are a stellar group; and you are 
the leaders of tomorrow and she invites them to come back to the Council so they can see your 
endeavors.  She thanks Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Awdziewicz for their work with the students.  
Congratulations.  Nice Job. 
 
The Chair states the principal is here and thanks her for being here.  Congratulations; he was 
fortunate to be a guest judge and these students what they do is incredible.  What they do is 
incredible and one example was the development of a cruise line from Spain to the east coast and it 
included a marketing plan and how it would fit into today's market.  The impressive part is they don't 
know the questions they will be asked and respond to them on the spot with detailed responses.  It is 
an extraordinary program.   
 
Mr. Reynolds states he is incredibly honored to be here.  The kids do work hard and he is proud for 
all their efforts.  He touches on a few of the students and asks them to step forward as he states their 
names.  He introduces the winners to the Council.   They are hard workers.   Mr. Awdziewicz comes 
forward to express his pride in the students.  He is lost for words.  He thanks the Council for their 
support.  He has worked under three different Mayors.  They all have sat on the advisory board.  He 
thanks the School administration and Board of Education.  He has been involved with the program for 
42 years.   The students do a lot of service for the community.  We have students who intern; 56 
students in 32 businesses in Middlesex County.  Thank you all for a great run.  It is time to move on 
and thanks Mr. Reynolds for his hard work.  This is his 13th year with the program and has done a 
remarkable job the last two years.  He thanks Tom and Deborah for presenting the resolution.  Thank 
you very much. 
 
Councilman Faulkner congratulates the DECA group.  He had a young man come back through town 
from graduating from College with a degree with chemical engineering.  Our young people are doing 
great things and he asks when they achieve something to come back and tell the young people. 
 

4. Mayor requests motion to approve minutes of: 
 

The minutes having been deposited with the Mayor and Corporation Counsel and copies of the same 
having been served on each and every Council member, the reading of the same having been 
dispensed with, the Chair requests a motion to approve the minutes  of the Regular Meeting of April 
6, 2015 at 7 p.m., Special Meeting of April 6, 2015 at 6 p.m., Special Meeting of April 9, 2015 at 7 
p.m. and the Public Hearing of April 28, 2015 at 7 p.m. Councilman Serra moves them for approval 
and his Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote.  
Councilman Serra abstains from the vote on the minutes of April 9, 2015 at 7 p.m.  It is 11 aye votes 
by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. 
Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. 
Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. 
Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes; one 
abstention on the minutes of April 9 by Councilman Serra.  The Chair states the matters carry with the 
noted abstention. 

 
   
5. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Opens. 
  

Simba Vestergard and Kimba Adams address the Council on the letter left in their box.  She has 
worked as a crossing guard for 14 years;  Vestergard for 25 years; Debbie Marceaux worked for 15 
years;  Loretta Dzialo and worked for the City for 20 years;  Maria Paine and worked for 15 years; 
Joanne Neal worked for City for 23 years.  Three guards retired in 2004 and 2009.  They would like 
their insurance reinstated and would receive the benefit after 15 years of City service.  A crossing 
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guard needs to retire and her parents need her care.  It appears the free medical benefits are not 
available to me and it comes as a shock to me and the other crossing guards.  They do not want to 
be left in the same predicament that she is in.  The tenth crossing guard was not offered the benefit 
when she was hired.  In her hand is a crossing guard’s attesting to this benefit.  They have 
highlighted this benefit and guarantee and the free HMO has been there for 35 years.  Ms. 
Vestergard relates a story about one guard was working for a private company and she had stock 
options and she took it for the free HMO medical benefit and we did it for the health and welfare of 
our families and the ten month split shift and it was based on the free HMO.   
 
The Chair asks for other members who wish to speak.  Jeff Daniels speaks to the 466 contract and 
the memorandum they are talking about, Kori found it today.  He read it today and he didn't print it.  
He will get a copy of the last one.  It is the one they are talking about.  It was there.  It was offered to 
them and we will look at it.  We are also looking for your support on 10A.   
 
Motion to Waive the Rules 
Councilman Serra states if this is not in the contract and it is an MOU, he moves to waive the rules to 
have the General Counsel come forward.  Councilwoman Bartolotta seconds the motion.  The vote is 
unanimous and General Counsel Brig Smith comes forward.  Councilman Serra states this might 
have an effect on the vote on the contract.  Attorney Smith responds they have been looking for some 
time for an email about the free HMO and they could not fine it and they did find an MOU that the 
benefits being offered it is not free HMO's for 15 years of service and it was retirement package and if 
you retired by 2009, you would get it but after that it was they would follow the CBA for 466.  It is an 
MOU under Debra Milardo.  Serra states this was part of the golden handshake.  Attorney Smith 
responds if you took the handshake and left you could get free HMO, but if you staid, you would then 
follow premium share and cost share and that is what they would get after June, 2009.  Councilman 
Serra asks if it is an ordinance.  Attorney Smith states the ordinance was repealed and the CBA 
trumps the ordinance and personnel rules.  Councilwoman Kasper states you are saying the MOU 
are they covered by the current contract.  Attorney Smith states it would not change the language that 
they would follow the actives.  Councilwoman Kasper states they will get health benefits upon 
retirement.  Councilman Giuliano states what would be the status of someone in the work force at the 
time it was repealed.  Attorney Smith replies if they took the handshake, they would get the free HMO 
and it is part of the bargaining agreement.  Councilman Giuliano states they got rid of the ordinance 
for a lot of reasons.  Attorney Smith states the forum for this issue is not here, but the State Labor 
Board.   
 
The Chair asks if any other member of the public wishes to speak.  Ms. Vestergard would like to 
respond to the attorney; when this was offered, she was working 14 years and 9 months and she 
could not retire and receive it and we kept our career on this benefit and we are talking about 9 
people.  We wanted to do this within our City and not go through great lengths and costs to the City.  
Ms. Adams states in response to the attorney's comment and she hasn't seen the Memo and that 
doesn't sound like the one I am speaking of.  Debra Milardo wrote a memo and stated all those things 
and it would be looked at on a case by case study. 

 
6. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Closes. 
 

The Chair asks if there are any members of the public who wish to speak; seeing none, he closes the 
public hearing at 7:46 p.m.   He states that he and the Office of General Counsel will be reviewing the 
matter. 

  
 
7. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation and bond ordinance requests and the 

Certificate of Director of Finance. 
Notice 
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Certificate of Director of Finance 
 

 
 
A. Police Department $2,579.94, Account No. 1000-18000-53102-0180, Specialized 

Agency Supplies and Equipment, General Fund. 
 (Approved) 
 

Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval Police Department $2,579.94, 
Account No. 1000-18000-53102-0180, Specialized Agency Supplies and Equipment, General Fund. 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 12 aye votes by 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, and Councilman David 
Bauer. The Chair states the matter carried with 12 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 0 absent.  

   
 
8. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approvals: 
 

A. City Clerk's Certificate 
 (Approved) 
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B. Monthly Reports:  
  Finance Department - Transfer Report to April 24, 2015 
 (Approved) 

 

 
 

 C. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Board of Education, Various Grants 
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 (Approved) 

   
 
D. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Recreation and Community Services, Elderly and 

Disabled Demand Responsive Transportation 
 (Approved) 
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E. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Health Department, NACCHO 
 (Approved) 

 
F. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Health Department, Kids Safety Expo 
 (Approved) 

 
 
G. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Police Department, JAG 
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 (Approved) 

 
 
H. City's Affirmative Action 3rd Quarter Hiring Report - Human Relations 
  (Approved) 
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Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval the Department, Committee, Commission 
Reports and Grant Confirmation Approvals, including agenda items 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F, 8G, and 8H.  
Councilman Carl R. Chisem seconds the motion. There is no discussion.   The chair calls for the vote. It is 
unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative 
votes.   
 
9. Payment of all City bills when properly approved. 
(Approved) 
 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra moves for approval Payment of all City bills when properly approved. 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman 
Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska; 1 nay vote by Councilman David Bauer and 0 
absent. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 1 in opposition and 0 absent.  
 
Motion to Recess 
Councilwoman Bartolotta moves for a five minute recess and her motion is seconded by Councilman Serra.  
The vote is called and it is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes.  The Chair declares the meeting in 
recess at 7:50 p.m.   
 
Meeting Reconvenes 
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 7:58 p.m.  The Chair states for the Council's edification, the crossing 
guards will meet with General Counsel through their Union and look at the situation and whether or not we 
have the existing liability.  We will meet with them.  Thanks them for coming and wishes your family well.  
Councilwoman Bartolotta thanks the Mayor for the information. 
 
   
10. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc.: 
 

A. Approving the agreement between the City of Middletown and Local #466 as negotiated 
covering the period between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2017 and authorizing the Mayor 
to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 

 
Resolution No. 46-15 
File Name gcc466contractapproval;  
(Approved) 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That the Common Council approves and 
adopts  the Agreement between the City of Middletown, Connecticut and Local #466, Council 4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, as 
negotiated, including all associated costs, covering the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2017; and  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   That the Mayor of the City of Middletown is hereby authorized to sign said Agreement on 
behalf of the City of Middletown. 

 

 
Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta reads and moves for approval the agreement between the City of 
Middletown and Local #466 as negotiated covering the period between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 
2017 and authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. Councilman Thomas J. 
Serra seconds the motion. 
 
Councilman Streeto was going to ask what your honor just stated to look into this much further and 
the crossing guards have sympathy from this body and asks that it be looked into and with that he will 
support the agreement.  Councilman Faulkner states he hasn't looked at all the contract and speaks 
to issues and gets concerned with longevity in the contracts and benefits in question.    
Councilwoman Russo Driska states the Labor Management section she has issues with it in the 
contract and she is not comfortable about an up or down vote of all the jobs and the two year freeze 
concerns her especially since they don't have the job study.  There is no appeals process and she will 
not support the contract based on that. 
 
Councilman Daley states he has some concerns on the changes in the proposed contract on the 
Labor Management.  I can see plusses and minuses to the change and will choose to think the 
process will be better and the package to vote on and it would influence the process in a positive way 
and give us more clear cases to vote on and one other point to the former comments the two year 
hiatus starts with the effect date of the agreement and we are through one year already.  I think 
overall it is a good unit and negotiated in good faith and therefore the wage provisions are within 
reason when you consider what other bargaining sessions have come in at and the Council should 
support this particularly since they have not had an increase for almost a year.   
 
Councilman Giuliano, like Councilman Daley, doesn’t take a lot of issue with most of the contract, but 
like Councilwoman Russo Driska, he does have concerns on the Labor Management Committee with 
an up or down vote on a package and this takes away the Council's authority to vote on each.  The 
impression he got this is not something from the inside and I can't go along with the Council 
surrendering the authority under the contract and this contract would supersede the charter and we 
should not give it away unless there is a compelling reason and that has not been made. 
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Councilwoman Kasper had concerns about this but if you look at the contract as a whole, she will 
support the contract and agrees with Councilman Streeto and the Mayor that they should sit down to 
look at the crossing guards issue.   Councilwoman Bartolotta, speaking to the Labor Management 
process, she is one of two that refused to vote on the jobs because of the process.  She waivers back 
and forth on the up or down vote and she spoke to Union Management and how it was brought up.  
The city brought it to the table and the Union agreed to it and she will go along with the Union with the 
expectation that they will not allow mediocre job changes to go through.  The study itself will be a 
positive start for the future to have fair representation.     She will support the contract. 
 
Councilwoman Russo Driska thanks the Chair for allowing her to speak again and states I agree that 
you won't let mediocre jobs get through and if you have to vote it up or down, then you would have to 
vote them down including the good ones.  The crossing guard issue is that MOU's are supposed to be 
addressed in the next contract and if there was one, it should have been looked at and put into the 
contract.  People deserve their raises and this is all or nothing vote on the contract and she is voting 
no for those two reasons. 
 
Councilwoman Bartolotta states if we believe in the process, when it comes forward, it should be 
ready to go and voted on.  She thinks it will represent everyone evenly and to the comments made 
that Councilwoman Driska was part of the process and believes in it then the Council should believe 
in it and vote the right way.  Councilman Daley states those are important words just stated and 
believing in it.  Only a few of us go back before the labor management process and you want to see 
real problems, it came to three council members in committee and then the council.  The Charter 
gave the council the authority to adopt the descriptions and pay grades.  The Council as the soul 
entity was not working and the labor management process was an improvement and he hopes it will 
work more effectively going forward.   
 
Councilman Serra states the key to the Labor Management group is the members of the group and 
ethics have to be high on the management and labor side and the neutral so no politics are being 
played.  This is a fair contract in terms of compensation.  He will support it. 
 
The chair states the intended restructure was that everyone could put in for a lottery and dozens of 
jobs could be put in.  Everyone put in all the time.  With this system it gives someone one chance per 
contract period.   There is incentive to only bring it forward if there is compelling reason.   Thanks 
them for support and he appreciates the work our city workers do. 
 

The chair calls for the vote. It is 8 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. 
Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. 
Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto; 4 
nay votes by Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, 
Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer and 0 absent. The Chair states the 
matter carried with 8 affirmative votes, 4 in opposition and 0 absent.  

   
 
 

B. Approving granting 30 days advanced sick leave to Esther Blade, School Secretary III. 
 

 
Resolution No.47-15 
File Name gccbladesickadvance 
(Approved) 
Whereas, Esther Blade is currently a School Secretary III who has been employed with the City of Middletown since June 
1998; and 
 
Whereas, Esther Blade has been out of work due to illness and she has exhausted all of her accrued sick and vacation time, 
as well as all sick time that was advanced by the Mayor; Now therefore 
 
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown: 
That Esther Blade shall be granted a 30-day advanced sick leave. 
 

 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley reads and moves for approval granting 30 days advanced sick leave to 
Esther Blade, School Secretary III. Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski seconds the motion. The 
chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. 
Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. 
Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David 
Bauer; 0 nay votes and one abstention by Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano. The Chair states the 
matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and one abstention. 
   

 
 

C. Approving the Community Development Block Grants for the 2015 Entitlement Year as 
outlined in the resolution and authorizing the Mayor to submit a new Consolidated Plan 
and the 2015 Annual Action Plan to receive the $405,851 CDBG entitlement Funding. 

 
Resolution No. 48-15 
File Name PCD_2015_CDBG_Entitlement_Approved 
(Amended and Approved) 
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WHEREAS, the City of Middletown receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the US Department of 
Housing & Urban Development as an entitlement community, and 
 
WHEREAS, the final rule was published on January 5, 1995 in the Federal Register for the Consolidated Submission for 
Community Planning & Development Programs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the ongoing receipt of CDBG funds is conditioned upon the drafting and adoption of a Five Year Consolidated 
Plan of Housing and Community Development under federal regulations [24 CFR 91.1(a) (2)], and the drafting and adoption of 
an Annual Action Plan; and, 
 
WHEREAS, such a Consolidated Plan amendment and 2015 Annual Action Plan have been properly drafted and subject to 
due review by the public and by the Citizens’ Advisory Committee pursuant to the HUD final rule; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee has seen fit to recommend approval and adoption of this Consolidated Plan 
amendment, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown expects to received $405,851 in Community Development Block Grant funds for the 2015 
entitlement year ; and, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That the following 
2015 Entitlement appropriations are hereby approved: 
 
Organization    Program/Project    Grant Amount  
St. Vincent De Paul Middletown   Amazing Grace Food Distribution Initiative  $7,500.00 
Gilead Community Services Inc.  Farm Hill Rd. Generator    $15,400.00      
Community Services Inc.   Replacement Windows   $6,000.00 
Gilead Community Services Inc.  Replacement Roof    $16,200.00 
Russell Library    Job and Career Program    $5,000.00 
Middlesex County Coalition on Homelessness Warming Center    $10,000.00 
Oddfellows Playhouse   Jobs for Creative Youth   $5,500.00 
Columbus House     Middletown HOPWA   $           0 
Northern Middlesex YMCA   Men’s Residence Room Rehab  $7,500.00 
Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce Worker Prep Program   $18,377.00 
North End Action Team Inc.   Community Food Initiative    $9,500.00 
Young’s Printing    Jobs     $5,000.00 
City of Middletown     CDBG Program Administration   $75,000.00 
Aces Early Head Start   Playground & Surface Material  $50,000.00 
Harding & Harding    Hogan House Building Repair   $104,000.00 
Allen’s Abatement    Job Training    $70,874.00 
  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Mayor, as Chief Executive Officer of the City of Middletown, is hereby authorized to 
submit a new Consolidated Plan and the 2015 Annual Action Plan to access the $405,851 in CDBG entitlement funding.  
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a new Consolidated Plan may be approved to reflect Community Development 
Block Grant programs approved by the Common Council and changing priorities of present and future potential grant 
recipients. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: The CDBG program allows for 20% of the entitlement amount to fund program administration which is 
used to offset the salary and operating costs to run the program. Staff time and associated costs to oversee these projects are 
fund with a $75,000 reimbursement to the City through the CDBG program.  

 
 
The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Russo Driska who recuses herself from this vote due to a 
conflict with an employee in the department. 
 
Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. reads and moves for approval the Community Development Block 
Grants for the 2015 Entitlement Year as outlined in the resolution and authorizing the Mayor to submit 
a new Consolidated Plan and the 2015 Annual Action Plan to receive the $405,851 CDBG entitlement 
Funding. Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper seconds the motion. 
 
Motion to Amend  
Councilman Daley proposes amendments to the amount of funding for the programs.  He proposes 
reducing the Russell Library award from $10,000 to $5,000; amend the award to the Columbus 
House program from $4,377 to -0- and move to increase the award for Middlesex Chamber of 
Commerce Worker Preparation Program from $9,000 to $18,377.   Councilman Serra seconds these 
amendments.   
 
Councilman Daley states I feel the purpose of this is not to deny funding or reduce for but to maintain 
the worker preparation program to almost the current funding.  It is an important part of the economic 
development for the city and we should do what we can to keep funding as close to the current level.  
With respect to Russell Library, it is a good program and we hope to give money to them in the 
budget for that program.  The Columbus House it is a good program and worthy of recommendation 
and it is a new program that has not been funded and it is a modest amount.  We can only move 
money around in certain areas and there are caps on funding for administration and public service.  
That is the reason for the amendment and he hopes the members of Council will support it.  
Councilman Giuliano will not support the amendment and why we are not voting up or down on this 
one.  The members of CAC heard all the presentations and reviewed all the items and they 
deliberated and came up with a recommendation.  Unless we have a good reason and believe they 
were wrong we should support the recommendations they made and the director stood by these 
recommendations.  We have a right to do this and we should not do it unless there is a good reason.  
Councilman Bauer states Giuliano stated my sentiments and I can't add anything more.  
Councilwoman Kleckowski sits on CAC and it is very important when we have citizen groups that we 
respect the work they did.  People come in and give a quick over view and when dealing with 
volunteers unless there is a glaring reason not to support it.  We respect the MCA when they give out 
their grants. Councilman Faulkner states it is a tough decision as a member of the Committee he was 
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not there and there are new people and part of what he talks about is that we do want to hear their 
opinions and know other things are going on and as Council we know the greater community and he 
knew there was going to be an issue.  I don't know if I would have chosen the entities they chose.  I 
am happy that there are new organizations into the mix.  He would encourage the organizations that 
didn't get funded to come back next year.  Councilman Serra states he will support this knowing the 
success of the programs they have taken over from the City of Middletown.  They are successful and 
need the money from this amendment and this Council is exercising their discretion; we have 
amended this resolution many times over.  The summer youth employment program, they had 40 
individuals and now they have 90.  They just got another $5,000 from Jarvis.  He will support this.  
They do a great job.  Councilman Bauer appreciates the amount of praise for the chamber but will still 
vote no because they could not make the case for a group of unbiased volunteers and he tends to 
respect the citizen volunteers with the hard work they come up with.  Councilman Daley does not take 
lightly proposing these amendments to modify the recommendations of the CAC.  We owe them 
appreciation that they took $800,000 in requests and narrowed it down to the $400,000 we were 
awarded.  He has firsthand knowledge of the benefits they have realized from the worker preparation 
program and it is the epitome of what CDBG community block grant funding is and we should support 
that program and maintain the funding as close to what it has been receiving.  Councilman Giuliano 
responds that you don’t have to sell me on what it does but if it is providing a benefit to the city of 
Middletown then we should deal with that directly as opposed to using a competitive block grant to 
pay for that benefit.  He will reject the amendments.  
 
The Chair calls for the vote on the motion to amend:  Councilwoman Russo Driska has recused 
herself.  There are eight aye votes by Council Members Serra, Bartolotta, Kasper, Santangelo, 
Faulkner, Chisem, Daley, and Streeto; and three nay votes by Council Members Giuliano, 
Kleckowski, and Bauer.  The Chair states the amendment carries with 8 affirmative votes, 4 in 
opposition and one not voting.  The Chair asks if there is any discussion on the underlying motion.  
Hearing none, he calls for the vote.  It is 7 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman 
Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman 
Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto; 3 nay votes by 
Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilman David Bauer 
and 1 abstention by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta.  Councilwoman Russo Driska has recused 
herself from discussion and vote.  The Chair states the matter carried with 7 affirmative votes, 3 in 
opposition, 1 abstention and 1 recusal.  
 
 
 
   
D. Approving the Water Department Transfer in the amount of $65,000 from the Water 

Operations Fund Balance to CNR Water Meter Automation Line Item 5010-60000-79568-
0000-00000-2015. 

 
 

Resolution No.49-15 
File Name Wateroperationsfundbalancetransfermeter 
(Approved) 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That the Common Council approves the 
following transfer in the Water Department budget: 

 
From: 

Water Operations Fund Balance (5000)   $65,000 
To: 

CNR Water Meter Automation  
5010-60000-79568-0000-00000-2015-000 $65,000 
 

 Fiscal Impact: There is no fiscal impact.     

 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper reads and moves for approval the Water Department Transfer in the 
amount of $65,000 from the Water Operations Fund Balance to CNR Water Meter Automation Line 
Item 5010-60000-79568-0000-00000-2015. Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion. 
The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter 
passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
 

 
E. Approving authorizing the Mayor to sign an agreement with the State of Connecticut 

Historic Preservation Office entitled Easements, Declaration of Covenants, and 
Declaration of Preservation Restrictions for the Eckersley-Hall Project. 

 
Resolution No. 50-15 
File Name ehallbldcommeasement; easement 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut, acting by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), is requesting an Easement 
entitled EASEMENTS, DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, AND DECLARATION OF PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS,  to 
guarantee the preservation of the historical and architectural qualities of the Eckersley Hall Property and to impose on the 
Property “preservation restrictions” as that term is used in Section 47-42a(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEDBY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That Daniel T. 
Drew, who is the Mayor of the City of Middletown, is empowered to execute and deliver in the name and on behalf of this 
municipality a certain contract with the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic and Community Development, and to affix 
the corporate seal, if any. 
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Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval authorizing the Mayor to sign an 
agreement with the State of Connecticut Historic Preservation Office entitled Easements, Declaration 
of Covenants, and Declaration of Preservation Restrictions for the Eckersley-Hall Project. Councilman 
Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve 
with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
 

 
F. Approving closing the 2003 Road Bond and transferring the remaining funds of $447.47 

to Debt Service. 
 

 
Resolution No. 51-15 
File Name  
(Approved) 
Whereas, The City of Middletown has met all obligations concerning the following funds. 
 
Therefore, Be It Resolved By the Common Council of The City of Middletown that: The following funds be closed and any 
monies remaining be transferred to Debt Service. 

                       
4750 Road Bond 2003            $ 447.47 

 
 

Financial Impact:  No financial impact. 
 

 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem reads and moves for approval closing the 2003 Road Bond and 
transferring the remaining funds of $447.47 to Debt Service. Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski 
seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The 
chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
 

 
G. Approving the building permit refund to Trinity Solar Systems for work at 84 Rolling 

Green in the amount of $471.58 
 

 
Resolution No. 52-15 
File Name pwbldgprmtrfnd84 rollinggreen 
(Approved) 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: 
 
That a Building Permit Refund be issued to Trinity Solar Systems, for a property located at 84 Rolling Green, Middletown, CT in 
the amount of $471.58 due to cancellation of work. 
 

 
Councilman James Streeto reads and moves for approval the building permit refund to Trinity Solar 
Systems for work at 84 Rolling Green in the amount of $471.58. Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. 
seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The 
chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
 

 
11. Mayor's Appointments. 
 

Appointments Amended 
 

The Chair states he has several appointments and he would request a motion to waive the reading.   
 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra states he will move them for approval first and then waive the reading 
of all but the appointment of Anthony R. J. Moran; Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano seconds the 
motion.  The Chair calls for the vote and it is unanimous.   
 
He recognizes Anthony Moran.  He asks him to come forward and states he is a Middletown High 
School student, a bright young man and dedicated to the community.  He sits as a student 
representative on the Commission on the Arts and he is appointing him to Urban Forestry this 
evening.  He cares about the City and the environment and as a senior at the high school he came in 
and requested a copy of the revenue and expenditure budgets from the City.  He is a distinguished 
member of the Mattabassett FFA which is a distinguished program in Middletown.  He thanks him. 

 
The Chair states a motion has been made and seconded and calls for the vote.  It is eleven 
affirmative votes by Council Members Serra, Bartolotta, Kasper, Santangelo, Faulkner, Chisem, 
Daley, Streeto, Giuliano, Russo Driska, and Kleckowski and one nay vote by Councilman Bauer.  The 
Chair states the matters pass with eleven affirmative votes and one in opposition. 
 

 
12. Contingency Fund Transfers (None) 
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13. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta moves to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Deborah A. 
Kleckowski seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to adjourn with 12 aye 
votes. The chair adjourns the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
MARIE O. NORWOOD 
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK 
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